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The Fight Against Hunger  
In Orange County
Second Harvest Food Bank’s mission is to end hunger in our community. In FY 2020, we distributed more 
than 42 MILLION POUNDS OF FOOD to our Partner Network members who then provided food to those 
in need at more than 350 locations throughout the county. We propel change through strategic, innovative 
partnerships and collaborations with community organizations that are equally committed to alleviating 
poverty. We provide reliable access to sufficient and nutritious foods and are dedicated to creating a 
community where all can thrive.

In Orange County more than 550,000 PEOPLE ARE AT RISK OF HUNGER, including children and their 
families, seniors on fixed incomes, the working poor, those with disabilities, veterans, and the homeless. We 
provide food and support to our Partner Network, which includes pantries, after-school programs like Kids 
Cafes and Boys and Girls Clubs, Permanent School Pantries, college pantries, and senior centers.

Since food banks can’t provide all the assistance needed by low-income residents struggling to make ends 
meet, Second Harvest also helps low-income residents apply or CalFresh (formerly known as food stamps) 
to amplify their food-buying power.

*Second Harvest Food Bank of Orange County statistics, July 2020

ADDRESSING THE 
PANDEMIC HUNGER 
CRISIS
In response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, we 
shifted to a more efficient 
food box distribution 
facilitated in part by our 
Harvest Truck Brigade, in 
which volunteers use their 
own trucks to transport food 
boxes to senior centers, kids’ 
sites, and to the homes of 
those with critical needs. Our 
focus on shelf-stable food 
continues, supplemented 
with fresh produce and 
dairy, to ensure that we 
provide healthy food to 
those facing hunger now.

FINANCIAL 
EFFICIENCY
We pride ourselves on the 
transparent and efficient use 
of our donors’ contributions. 

Our fundraising and general 
management expenses are 
less than 10% of our total 
expenses, with the remainder 
going to programs to feed 
the hungry.

IT WILL TAKE ALL  
OF US TO MAKE  
A DIFFERENCE
Now more than ever, we 
need your help. To find out 
more about how you can 
make a difference in the 
lives of those in need with 
your donations of funds, 
time or in-kind goods, 
please call 949.653.2900  
or visit FEEDOC.ORG

For information about 
alternative strategies 
for giving or about our 
Legacy Giving Program, 
call Christine Montevideo 
at 949.208.3150
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Impact And Reach: Second 
Harvest’s Response To An 
Expanding, Moving Hunger Target

*Second Harvest Food Bank of Orange County July 2020

The pandemic-induced economic crisis sparked Second Harvest Food Bank’s rapid response to the 
growing population of food-insecure residents, many of whom recently lost well-paying jobs. Since March 
2020, we’ve been innovating ways to safely, efficiently and quickly meet huge spikes in demand, anywhere 
from 100% to 400%, and to distribute millions more pounds of food throughout Orange County.

OUR IMPACT
To meet the growing need in 
our community Second Harvest 
sourced and distributed more 
food than ever before. 

 • In July we provided food 
for 531,843 PEOPLE 
in Orange County

 • An additional 15,213 
CHILDREN AND THEIR 
FAMILIES have received 
food at after-school sites 
that have remained open 

 • In March we provided 
2,870,094 POUNDS OF 
FOOD to those in need 
in our community

 • By July we had scaled up to 
provide 6,784,829 POUNDS OF 
FOOD to meet the increased 
need due to pandemic-
related unemployment 

 • Our programs, School 
Pantries, Kids Cafes (after-
school programs), Permanent 
School Pantries, College 
Pantries, and Senior Groceries, 
target the most vulnerable 
members of our community—
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Impact And Reach (Continued)

children and seniors

Second Harvest is focused on 
the efficient and effective use 
of our donor’s contributions. 
Our fundraising and general 
management expenses are less 
than 10% of our total expenses. 
The remainder goes to programs 
that feed the hungry.

FACTORS FUELING  
THE NEED FOR FOOD
Second Harvest and its Partner 
Network have experienced a 
constant and growing demand  
for food across a wider population 
of the county due in part to:

 • Double-digit unemployment 
caused by COVID-19 closures

 • Explosive demand from 
the first wave of the “newly 
vulnerable” workers who lost 
jobs in the hospitality, food 
service and travel industries

 • Orange County’s high cost of 
living: In 2020 an OC resident 
would need to work 60.9 hours 
a week to afford rent of $1,517 
for a one-bedroom apartment

AND THERE IS MORE 
WORK TO DO
As more businesses shut down and 
unemployment continues to rise, 
the time to act is now. Please call 
949.653.2900 or visit FEEDOC.ORG

For information about 
alternative strategies for 
giving or about our Legacy 
Giving Program, call Christine 
Montevideo at 949.208.3150.
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Recent News



FEEDOC.ORG  6

Recent News  (continued)
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Recent News  (continued)
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Recent News  (continued)
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Recent News  (continued)
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Call for more information 
949.653.2900

CLAUDIA KELLER 
949-208-3136

CHRISTINE MONTEVIDEO 
949-208-3150

DEBBIE GORDON 
949-208-3148

MEGAN HUNKER 
949-208-3187

Visit our website
FeedOC.org


