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Countering Orange County’s 
Hunger Crisis 
Since March when COVID-19 hit, Second Harvest Food Bank has met the increasing need for food in every 
city in the county. As more and more residents lost their jobs, Second Harvest continued to meet historic 
levels of food demand by sourcing, purchasing and moving more food than ever before. From July through 
October, WE DISTRIBUTED 22,662,482 POUNDS OF FOOD (a 93.7 percent increase over the same 
timeframe in 2019) and SERVED AN AVERAGE OF 557,734 PEOPLE PER MONTH. Unfortunately, the 
impacts of continued job loss and increasing food insecurity in our community are far from over.

WHAT’S DRIVING THE NEED?
We are facing the headwinds of continuing layoffs 
and expiring unemployment benefits, with eviction 
protections and mortgage forbearance possibly 
coming to an end. Thousands more residents will be 
at risk of hunger—some could be on the street. At 
the same time, we have lost hundreds of thousands 
of pounds of supplemental food deliveries from the 
USDA Farmers to Families program.

A FOOD SHORTAGE IS A VERY REAL 
POSSIBILITY
We have been a source of hope for hundreds of 
thousands of people in 2020. Second Harvest and 
our Partner Network have mobilized to address a 
possible food shortage driven by factors such as:

 • Persistent food supply chain interruptions due 
to COVID-19 and high demand for shelf-stable 
foods. Add inflation to this mix and our purchase 
price for bulk foods has doubled. 

 • Increased food demand. Reduced or inconsistent 
stimulus money for residents who are food 
insecure and newly vulnerable.

 • Second Harvest is projecting sustained high 
unemployment with a lagging recovery. While 
some industries have rebounded, the pandemic 
continues to impact our community, especially 
the hospitality industry, which is a major part of 
the OC economy.

REAL CHALLENGES LIE AHEAD.
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Planning To Meet The Need
Second Harvest closely tracks unemployment and social services reports in Orange County and will 
continue to do so for the next 18 to 24 months. With this information, we have projected the need for food 
countywide, and all factors point to a persistent demand for many months to come. Our projections for 
needed food and funds through the end of 2021 are outlined below:

WE NEED YOUR HELP
We depend on generous 
donors like you working 
with us to end hunger in 
Orange County. To make 
a donation of funds or in-
kind goods, please  
call 949-653-2900 or  
visit FEEDOC.ORG.

Unemployment

Needed Food Pounds

Total Supply Pounds

Funded Pounds

Shortfall Pounds

Revenue Needed

11.5%
3.8M

1.9M

2.1M
0K

0K

JAN

11%
3.7M

1.9M

1.3M

480K

$309K

FEB

10.5%
3.5M

2.0M

619K

906K

$583K

MAR

10%
3.3M

1.9M

403K

1.0M

$663K

APR

9.5%
3.2M

2.0M

310K

907K

$583K

MAY

9%
3.0M

2.0M

310K

690K

$444K

JUN

10.25%
20.5M

11.7M

5.0M

4.0M

$2.6M

JAN-JUN

7.5%
14.9M

12.6M

0
2.4M

$1.6M

JUL-DEC

8.9%
35.4M

24.3M

5.0M

6.4M

$4.2M

2021

2021 FOOD PLAN  

Unemployment: EDD +4%
Total Supply Pounds: Emergency Food Assistance Program, Trade Mitigation, Donated

Funded = Planned Purchases
Current Average Truckload 35,000 Pounds or $22,516

V2 12/20

http://FEEDOC.ORG


FEEDOC.ORG  4

State Of Second Harvest

This year we did 
everything differently—
including our annual 
report. It shows how you 
helped us feed record 
numbers of OC residents 
impacted by pandemic-
related unemployment.

secondharvest2020.com

VIEW HERE

“NO LUNCH” LUNCH

2020 ANNUAL REPORT

For 36 years, we’ve 
gathered with donors  
like you over a simple 
bowl of soup the Tuesday 
before Thanksgiving to 
share our progress in 
meeting the need for 
food in Orange County. 
This year, “No Lunch” 
Lunch was a compelling 
20-minute video full of 
information about our 
response to COVID-19 
challenges, our future 
plans and how you  
can help. 

nolunchlunch.org

WATCH HERE

https://secondharvest2020.com/
https://nolunchlunch.org/
https://secondharvest2020.com/
http://nolunchlunch.org
https://nolunchlunch.org/
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Hope For The Hungry
With more than 550,000 people at risk of hunger in Orange County, Second Harvest and its Partner Network 
of houses of worship, school and college pantries, after-school programs, Permanent School Pantries, senior 
centers, transitional housing facilities, soup kitchens and homeless shelters are working together to provide 
shelf-stable food, fresh produce, dairy, meat and eggs to everyone who is food insecure. 

WHO IS AT RISK?
They are the newly vulnerable, the 
working poor, children and their 
families, seniors on fixed incomes, 
people with disabilities and the 
homeless. They are people like 
Stephen and his family. 

Stephen and Kristina were doing 
fine before COVID-19 hit. Stephen 
was making good money as a 
projects control manager at an 
OC construction company and 
Kristina was a busy nanny. They 
were even able to buy a home.

Then COVID-19 began shutting 
down businesses and they lost their 
jobs. In the blink of an eye, their 
lives were upended and, as their 
job searches proved unsuccessful, 
they worried about feeding their 
two small children and feared they 
might lose everything. 

Fortunately, Stephen found a food 
pantry near him. To his relief, he 
was warmly welcomed and given 
a large box of much-needed 
groceries for his family. Pantries 
like this — one of hundreds located 
throughout Orange County that 
Second Harvest supplies — are a 
lifeline for tens of thousands of 
newly vulnerable OC residents as 
they struggle to find food.

WAYS TO MAKE AN IMPACT 
To learn about alternative strategies for giving or our Legacy Giving Program,  
call Christine Montevideo at 949-208-3150. 
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Recent News



FEEDOC.ORG  7

Recent News (continued)
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Recent News (continued)
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Recent News (continued)
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Recent News (continued)
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Thank You To Our  
Generous Donors

SUMMER 2020
Kroger Co. Foundation BanK oF ameriCa CharitaBle Foundation

St. Jude mediCal Center Kramer Family Foundation

St. JoSeph Community partnerShip Fund ralphS/Food4leSS/nBC4

o.l. halSell Foundation Sage Foundation

devto Support Foundation allergan Foundation

tJX Foundation hoag memorial hoSpital preSByterian

Stater BroS. CharitieS mazda Foundation

paCiFiC liFe Foundation Jmh Family Foundation 

Share our Strength moCa Foundation 

FALL 2020
miSSion hoSpital aBar Foundation

SoCalGaS pwC Foundation

SCAN Health Plan tarSadia Foundation

at&t Foundation MUFG union BanK

wellS Fargo Foundation whole FoodS marKet

edwardS liFeSCienCeS Foundation orange County reSilienCe Fund

Fluor Foundation JeFF BezoS 

3M Foundation anthem Blue CroSS Foundation

Nationwide Foundation nationwide Foundation

Anaheim Community Foundation Kiva Foundation

WeSCom Foundation CoStCo

StarBuCKS FoodShare employeeS Community Fund oF Boeing

Warne Family Foundation SiSterS oF St. JoSeph healthCare

AlBertSonS CompanieS Foundation george hoag Family Foundation

JameS M. CoX Foundation

2020 “NO LUNCH” LUNCH SPONSORS
international paper J. p. morgan ChaSe



8014 MARINE WAY | IRVINE, CA 92618
P: 949.653.2900

FEDERAL TAX ID # 32-0362611

FEEDOC.ORG

Call for more information 
949.653.2900

CLAUDIA KELLER
CHIEF MISSION OFFICER

949-208-3136

CHRISTINE MONTEVIDEO
SENIOR DEVELOPMENT MANAGER

949-208-3150

Visit our website
FeedOC.org
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